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Escape: Long-haul
(nis lndin 0Ocean beauty s s

on a
room at Tekoma Hotel; and one
of the Island’s many tortolses

3 in captivity, the late 1800s saw giant
Aldabra tortoises brought here. And
in 2007, the Francois Leguat Tortoise
Reserve opened, staffed by a skeleton
team and eco-conscious volunteers.
“Our residents are descendents of
Darwin's tortoises,” says Arnaud, a
reserve manager. “We brought some
| from Mauritius and now have around
1 2300’ ’I‘helylg;ere mating as we
thro the Canyon Tiyel, a
few hopeful singletons lumbering up
to us, to be é:'ﬁd under the chin.
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+ GOMOROISLANDS

NORTH of Madagascar and east
of Mozambique, not many
people make It to this remote
' archipelago of voicanic Islands.
There are four main ones:
Grande Comore, Mohell, Mayo-
tte and Anjouan. Most tours
begin In Grande Comore, taking
In the medina and anclent sul-
tans' palaces at Moronl, the
capital, before travelling to
Mohell to visit spice gardens.
B nativeeyetravel.com

DESROCHESISLAND

PART of the AmIrante Islands,
Desroches Is administered by
the Seychelles, about 150 miles
to the north-east, The total

and It was once part

Ocean Territory but .
was returned to ;..
the Seychelles In

Four Seasons hotel \i,
(right), but remains
almost untouched
with a dense tropical
Interior and long, unde-
veloped beaches.

B scottdunn.com

" LAREUNION

extinct volcanoes that form an

THIS French overseas depart-
ment Is a dramatic Island with

extraordinary series of craters, |

known as ‘cirques’, surrounded

by rainforest, There are also a

handful of pretty little seaside

resorts. Explore the Island by -

g the i v o
e

mr otels. French Is spoken

and Reunlon creole.

M rainbowtours.co.uk

PEMBA

ABOUT 50 miles north-east of
Zanzibar, Pemba Island Is part of
Tanzanla. It's a sleepy place with
clove farms, fishing villages,
man ﬂw:h s:vamp's‘b;nemtl;
ches that are
mbea turties and a handful of
hotels facing coral reefs teem-
Ing with fish. Most visitors fly
from Zanzibar, 30 minutes .
). away, Arab saliors’’
named Pemba, EI
° Huthera, ‘The Green’.
- @ audleytravel.com

CERF

JUST off Mahe, the
Seychelles capital,
Cerf Island Is a mlle :
long and half-a-mile :
wide. It's a ten-minute boat
ride from Mahe and set within _
St Anne National Marine Park. :
There’s a little resort, a
scatt villas, a beach, a
tropical Interlor — and not
much else. Novellst Wilbur
Smith once owned a villa here.
W tropicalsky.co.uk

th, ulm:!sh
forests of casuarina trees and wild
flowers, across beaches and over
cliffs, and into deserted coves where
we stopped for refreshing dips.

Along the way, we passed only a

erman caulking his wooden boat,

and sunbathing goats. Lunch awaited
at journey's end: a feast of crab,
octopus salad. fresh fish, and huge
lobsters, straight from the deep.

There is little to beat such barefoot
simplicity. Just make sure you leave
your watch behind.

TRAVEL FACTS

LUXURY Holidays Direct (020 8774
729, luzuryholidaysdirect.com),
seven nights halfgmm atlxroma
return flights from Heathrow via
Mauritius, (airmauritius.com).

E MEET one tortoise

released into the wild, and

duck under six-inch

spiders hanging between

the trees, while the island’s last

g native birds flutter around

us — the brilliant yellow Fody and
warbler

es
] A day was spent visiting the fle aux
Cocos. Only 15 fishing boats have a
E;mttogoﬂnx%t?tmsmtm
rve, about an hour's journey into
the lagoon. Twelve of us came ashare,
among hundreds of nesting noddies
and skittish white falry terns.

We lunched on the local staples of
“ﬂﬁnm curry, rice, papaya salad
Pickles, and a lethal rhum arrangé
madeetzly our boatman, Rico, sur-
rounded by white beaches and the
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+FREE Nicosia Tour
+1Hand & 1 Hold" Luggage
* All Taxes & Charges
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£5 OFF

SKINCARE AT
DEBENHAMS
WHENYOUSPENDE3S "no/5™
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Unmissable series by exp
every treatment — and knows what works
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TESTED
The shakes:
that could

. o . | helpto
Motorists face charges rising by up t0 230% -

TOWN halls are set,to oyJamessomen obor 0r e S bajrBug ks £ REVEBSE
cket areco y

car parks, many counclls are raising Whitehall. The[/ also cite theneed to . s
tial tackle stion and air pollution. . 5 \ .

Drofit from parking fees thseh%?)s:}e?-;r:t?t? f:?turc em:;:sts.wm be mmc]:ﬂl;se are already g::in the | g 2 8

over the next year. hit by the end of cheaper Sunday 5econd highest ﬂ.sel in cg;lnngﬂn snxu ll;

Motorists face Increases of up parking in some areas. 2 decade, with typ “lh.
10230 per cent from next month, ~ Hampshire, Nottingham, Reading, ©f £76 from next mont! R
N audit reveals today. Cambﬁdﬁen. Brighton and Exeter are  Counclls expect to ma SEE PAGE 49
well as charging more for town all P g big hikes. Councillors Turn to Page 4 .
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